Loyola Blakefield Director of Athletics
Opportunity Statement
December, 2021
Loyola seeks an innovative leader who will guide our athletics programming with bold
vision, a passion for the pursuit of excellence, and an ability to thoughtfully engage with
student athletes, colleagues, families, and constituents at large.

Who We Are

Facilities Spotlight

Loyola Blakefield is a Catholic, Jesuit school for boys in grades 6-12. Founded in 1852,
we offer a challenging college preparatory curriculum, complemented by enriching electives
and co-curricular activities. We produce leaders – those who are among the next generation of
risk takes, innovators and Men for Others who will change this world for the better.

Our athletics facilities are designed to inspire peak performance and provide a place for our Dons
to play with pride.

Our students come from all walks of life and so do our teachers and staff. Our school community
is stronger because of the diversity of our team. We strive to build a diverse teaching staff that
allows our students, regardless of race, color, religion, gender, sexual orientation, national
origin, genetics, or disability to see themselves in who we hire and value.

We are part of a network of more than 60 Jesuit high schools in the U.S. and trace our
history through a 450-year legacy of education in the Ignatian tradition. Visiting campus,
one gains a sense of the history and tradition that have sustained the school, as well the
energy and enthusiasm that have kept Loyola Blakefield thriving into the 21st century.

As ranked by niche.com

• Aquatics Center
• Bolte-Breschi Athletics Complex (features
stadium seating, press box, secondary
practice/performance field, and Veterans
Park)
• Fitness Center

History & Legacy

Catholic High School
in the Baltimore Area
& #1 Catholic School
in Baltimore County

• Athletic Training Suite

• Outdoor Track
• Four-Court Gymnasium – feature 4 full
basketball courts, multi-level indoor track,
golf simulation center, and baseball HitTrax
room.
• Hargaden Field (turf field with bleachers,
concessions, and observation tower)

We are consistently
honored as a
“Top Workplace” by
The Baltimore Sun.

Veterans Park, which honors the
extraordinary contributions of the men
and women who have bravely served our
nation, will officially open with the start of
the Spring 2022 baseball season.

• Performance Gym (hardcourt)
• Tennis Courts

Best Private School
(High School) and Best
Catholic School (High School)

Joseph C. Connor ’42 Field
is the centerpiece of the new
Bolte-Breschi Athletics Complex
(opening winter 2022). It is
the first field on our campus
to feature exterior lighting for
nighttime games and events.

A Place to Call Home
Our scenic 65-acre campus seamlessly blends tradition and innovation to create an unrivaled
learning environment for our students. Through 170 years of educating young men in the
Jesuit tradition, Loyola has transformed physically and programmatically as we evolve to
meet the needs of 21st century learners. As of 2022, our campus master plan is fully realized
with the construction of St. Ignatius Hall and the addition of the Bolte-Breschi Athletic
Complex. More than a school, Loyola is a place to learn and grow – a place to call home.
ius Hall

St. Ignat

Fast Facts

Bolte-Breschi Athletic Co

mplex

Founded: 1852

Student-Teacher Ratio: 10:1

Location: Towson, Maryland

College Acceptance: 100%

Grade Levels: 6 - 12

Interscholastic Sports: 17

Total Enrollment: 950 students

Sports Teams: 52

www.loyolablakefield.org

Formation On & Off the Field

A Proud Tradition of Excellence

A Loyola student is inspired to explore every opportunity to reach their full potential. Athletics
is just one ingredient to the powerful formative experiences that fuel their appetite for
innovation and quest for adventure. Our students engage in distinguished co-curriculars such
as our award-winning Speech & Debate team, our world-renowned Cyber Science & Informatics
program, performing arts, robotics, and many more. As a result, students gain valuable
leadership skills that translate to success in collegiate studies and professional careers.

Athletics is an indispensable part of our mission to educate the whole person —mind, body,
and spirit. Loyola values the competitive spirit with which it develops discipline, loyalty,
confidence, selflessness, grit, humility, respect, brotherhood, and a relentless pursuit of
excellence. This competitive spirit enables athletes to reach their fullest potential and is the
hallmark of our long-standing tradition of excellence. To this end, we are committed to creating
a championship-caliber atmosphere across all of our programs.

Among our student body are future dynamic leaders across a wide array of industries:
visionary non-profit executives, innovative entrepreneurs, professional athletes, civil servants,
stars of screen and stage, engineers, educators, and more. They learn and lead with courage in
a variety of fields – a testament to their formation as Men for Others.

Opportunities & Challenges
Our next Director of Athletics will be charged with building upon the success of our current
programs while also boldly leading coaches and student athletes toward a promising and
rewarding future for Loyola Athletics. This exciting opportunity places you at the helm of
programs that have distinguished themselves locally and nationally. You will witness firsthand
the excitement and prestige of lacrosse in the Baltimore region, the proud tradition of Catholic
League play in Basketball, and other phenomenal programs that are perennial championship
contenders. You will also be part of the Turkey Bowl – a sacred tradition that remains one of the
nation’s oldest high school Thanksgiving football traditions. These program highlights are just
the tip of the iceberg as Loyola strives for success at every level and on every field of play.

The Dons rolled to a 41-35 victory
over Calvert Hall in the 2021
Turkey Bowl (the 101st meeting of
the two schools), which moved the
all-time series to 50-43-8 in favor
of Loyola.

A Winning Tradition
Loyola competes in the prestigious Maryland
Interscholastic Athletic Association A Conference.
Our programs have a storied tradition of fielding
championship-caliber teams and competing
among the best schools in the region. Our
programs also produce student-athletes who
go on to excel at some of the most competitive
colleges and universities.
We also boast a proud number of alumni who
ascend to professional playing careers, and
many who find their calling in the collegiate and
pro sports arenas as executives, broadcasters,
athletic directors, trainers, and coaches. Our most distinguished alumni athletes have their
legacy preserved via enshrinement in our Athletics Hall of Fame.

Every program begins the year
with championship aspirations.
Our Swimming program has
garnered the highest number of
modern era titles (30) with Cross
Country, Football, Lacrosse and
Golf rounding out the top five.

Who should apply?
Loyola Blakefield seeks a Director of Athletics to begin by July 2022. The Director of Athletics will build and maintain
an organizational culture and structure that promotes our Ignatian mission and competes at the highest level in all
of Loyola’s athletic programs. As chief communicator for the athletics program, they will integrate athletics with all
other aspects of school life, including religious and academic programming, admissions, finance, development, and
community relations. Specific responsibilities include but are not limited to the areas listed below.

Mission and Vision
• Develop and maintain an athletics program that:
• promotes Ignatian values and spirituality
• competes at the highest level in each sport
•v
 alues the primacy of Loyola’s academic program and provides support for student athletes’ academic success
• supports the psychological, social, and physical needs of student athletes
• Develop and execute a mission-based, and data-informed athletic strategic plan to guide athletic programming for
the next five years
• Build and maintain a positive community engagement program, aimed to garner support from families, alumni,
and donors
• Communicate the school’s athletic vision, programs, and expectations to all stakeholders
• Support Loyola, its leadership, and its mission

Athletic Program Supervision and Leadership
• In conjunction with school leadership, maintain fair and transparent systems for hiring, retaining, and replacing
coaches
• Supervise, mentor, and evaluate coaches in terms of program management, student athlete development, and
effective coaching methods
• Ensure that coaches are well integrated into the life of the school and are collaborating with those responsible for
academics, admissions, and counseling
• Develop collegiate level relationships for post-secondary success of student athletes
• Serve as a visible presence of school leadership in the school and at school functions
• Represent the school at relevant state and national conferences and workshops

Managerial and Administrative Responsibilities
• Manage and supervise the Athletics Department, which includes the Assistant Director of Athletics (also the Middle
School Athletics coordinator), an Athletic Trainer, and an Administrative Assistant
• Work with the Athletics Department staff to coordinate the logistics of all athletic events
• Exercise responsible stewardship over departmental finances, facilities, and resources
• Ensure compliance with legal requirements of government regulations and agencies

Qualifications and Considerations
• Bachelor’s Degree in a related discipline; Master’s Degree preferred
• Leadership experience in creating, overseeing, and implementing sustained, vision-based programming
• A commitment to Jesuit education and to the mission and vision of Loyola Blakefield
• Exceptional verbal and written communication skills
• Effective conflict resolution skills and the ability to work with diverse constituents
• A keen understanding of the various developmental phases of boys from grades 6 - 12 and an understanding of the
role athletics plays in their lives
• An understanding of youth sports in the context of an academically rigorous environment
• A demonstrated ability to foster a positive culture

Interested individuals are encouraged to submit their resume and cover letter to
www.thefinneysearchgroup.com/loyola-ad-application

